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Flowers for
Campbell
Park Rec

From
South
Africa,
with style

Coy LaSister

BY HOLLY KESTENIS

Jenique Hendrix

Staff Writer

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
It’s fitting that Jenique Hendrix spends so much time
surrounded by classic
clothing and fabulous fashions. A manager at Little
Brooklyn Vintage clothing
store in downtown St. Pete,
Hendrix is also a model,
fashion designer and allaround creative spirit that
is always looking for her
niche.
Born in Johannesburg,
South Africa, she lived
there until the age of 14.
Though apartheid officially
ended in the multiethnic
country in the early 1990s,
the 23 year old admitted
she and her relatives still
felt its effects.
“My family is extremely
mixed, so they had to deal
with a lot of hardship,”
Hendrix said. “But I’m here
and we survived.”
Since moving to the
United States she has lived
in a variety of places including Rochester, Buffalo and
Manhattan in New York
state and also South Carolina, but now loves being a
part of the creative community of St. Pete.
“I lived in Tampa for
about six months before I
found St. Pete and as soon
See STYLE, page 12

Vel Thompson holds photograph of her son Michael Morgan.
She wears Michael’s jeans to feel close to him.


BY SHAWNA PRESLEY
VERCHER
Reprint from
A Fearless Voice

ST. PETERSBURG —
Vel Thompson is on a
quest to let America
know that Stand Your
Ground is not the only
thing stealing the lives of
African-American
teenagers in Florida. Her
son, Michael Morgan,
was taken from her over

20 years ago simply for
being in the wrong place
with a dark skin color.
Michael was 18 years
old when he was riding
his bicycle home from
school that day. A man
with a large dog started
yelling at him and chasing him. Michael made it
into a neighbor’s house
and called his mom to
come and help him. By
the time Thompson
reached him less than 10

minutes later, her nightmare was already unfolding.
“He was on the
ground in handcuffs by
the time I got there,” she
said. “There was a policeman yelling at him and
nobody would tell me
what was happening.
They just took him away.”
Over 20 years later,
Michael Morgan is still
sitting in a Florida prison
for a crime that journal-

ists, a county commissioner and even one of
the other men found
guilty say adamantly and
publicly that Michael did
not commit.
The incident happened in 1993 in St. Petersburg during one of
worst periods for racial
tension between police
officers and African
Americans in the city’s
See BIKING, page 9

What you need to know about March deadline
BY CONNIE CASS
Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Sick of hearing about the
health care law?
Plenty of people have
tuned out after all the political
jabber and website woes. But
now is the time to tune back
in, before it’s too late.
The big deadline is coming March 31.
By that day, for the first
time, nearly everyone in the
United States is required to
be signed up for health insurance or risk paying a fine.
Here’s what you need to
know about this month’s

open enrollment countdown:
Already covered? No
worries
Most people don’t need
to do anything. Even before
the health care law passed in
2010, more than 8 out of 10
U.S. residents had coverage,
usually through their workplace plans or the government’s
Medicare
or
Medicaid programs. Some
have private policies that
meet the law’s requirements.
If you’re already covered
that way, you meet the law’s
requirements.
Since October, about 4
million people have signed
up for private plans through

Go to HealthCare.gov to sign up.
the new state and federal
marketplaces, the Obama
administration says, although it’s not clear how
many were already insured



elsewhere. In addition, many
poor adults now have Medicaid coverage for the first
time through expansions of
See HEALTH, page 3

ST. PETERSBURG –
Campbell Park Recreation
Center is a popular local facility where children come
to swim on a hot summer’s
day or romp on the state of
the
art
playground.
Whether indoors at the
gymnasium or outside on
one of the four basketball
courts, families from all
over St. Petersburg gather
here to interact as a community.
But according to some
local residents the facility
located at, 601 14th St. S.,
was lacking in one area—
color.
“I wanted us to improve
our natural environment,
our neighborhood environment,” said Coy LaSister,
executive director with Assisted Living Community
Gardens (ALCG).
Although blessed with
an abundance of green
space, the grounds have recently been bare of smile
inducing color. So LaSister
came up with an idea to
change all of that.
“Frequently we have
folks come to us from the
community with an idea, a
concept,” said Park and
Recreation Department director Michael Jefferis,
who helped LaSister with
the new Horticulture Sensory Garden. “Coy is one of
the few people who not
only had a vision, but actually had a methodology and
a way to get it done.”
LaSister found the funding by applying for the
MLK Day of Service grant
made possible by State
See PARK, page 4
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New youth football organization
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parental and community engagement
In last week’s article entitled “Increasing parental and community engagement (includes fathers too!),” I
mentioned the need for both parents to
be committed in the lives of their children. Well, engaged parent and community activist Cassandra Jackson had this
to say about the article:
I submit to you that this article is not
addressed to the parent when first learning of conception begins to sing and read
to the embryo while in the womb or listen to classical or easy jazz music.
This article is not for the parent who,
when a child is delivered, reads books
and speaks words of love and encouragement, laying the foundation of right and
wrong.
This article is not to the parent that
while the child is in first stages of childhood, they teach the child his/her colors
and numbers while having the child retrieve his/her shoes (the black, blue
shoes or piece of clothing).
This article is not for the parent who
engages their child as a toddler in educational games during Christmas time
and any other time you can afford the
purchase. They do not spend the money
on non-essential games and toys that
won’t make a contribution in the life of
the child later in school.
This article is not for the parent who
takes the time when their child entered
public school already knowing his/her
basic colors, alphabet and some sort of
knowledge identifying items such as
ketchup, mustard, car etc.
This article is not for the parent
whose child is able to give their address
and phone number whenever asked by
those in authority. This article is not for
the parent who attend PTA, teacher conferences (in person or by phone), or the
Student Advisory Committee better
known as SAC.
This article is not for the parent who
constantly provides an area in the home
where the child can complete homework

assignments and have Homework Hot
line phone numbers placed on the
fridge.
This article is not for the parent who
attends sport events or other interest of
the child but instead drops them off and
returns late to pick them up.
This article is not for the parent who
meets with their child’s counselor to
make sure that he/she is academically
succeeding from kindergarten through
high school and that the child is on track
for college or workplace readiness.
Basically, this article is written to encourage, motivate and challenge all parents and caregivers to please invest in
your child. Being an engaged parent or
caregiver allows your child to love and
appreciate all that you do for them. The
blessings and rewards in the child’s life
will never end and as the Lord says, “I
will never leave you nor forsake you.”
My parent and caregiver friends just
keep on keeping on!!!!!!!!
Please work with me and PSFEC to
increase parent engagement by 100 percent in our community schools.
Here to serve,
Cassandra Jackson
Cassandra is married to Al Jackson
and they currently raising four children.
To readers: Your opinions related to
“Rainey’s Bulletin” are welcomed.
Pastor Rainey serves as Community
Outreach Pastor for the Faith Memorial
MB Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner,
Senior Pastor. Also Pastor Rainey serves
as President of the Parent Support For Education Council, Inc., and Chairman,
JWB South County Community Council,
and may be contacted: mrainey390@verizon.net or Cell: (727) 420-1326
The Parent Council meets every 3rd
Thursday of each month @ 6:30 p.m.,
Faith Memorial Missionary Baptist 1800
18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, at the (Resource Center), to the right and adjacent
to church. The community is welcome.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Anthony Hart is enthusiastic to launch Lake Maggiore Gators Youth Sports,
a new youth football and
cheerleading organization.
Though
he
initially planned to get the
program underway in 2015,
with the help of friends and
backers he was able to start
things off this year, on Feb.
28.
“It’s something that I’d
been wanting to do, so it
came into effect,” said
Hart, who is the organization’s president and has
been involved with youth
sports since 1996. “I did it
because there are a lot of
underprivileged youth in
the area.”
With board members in
place, Hart plans to have
the Lake Maggiore Gators
accepted into the MidFlorida Youth Football Conference. The season is
slated to start July 7 with
practices at Dell Holmes
Park and the games will
kick off on Aug. 9. Hart
has applied to local high
schools including Lakewood, Gibbs and St. Pete to

use their fields for the Saturday games. The 10-game
season will culminate with
playoffs and championship
games.
Age groups are from 414, with no weight restriction. Hart noted that if
participants turn 15 after
May 1 of the current season, they can still participate. There will be a total of
five football teams and five
cheerleading squads.
Eddie Austin, the vice
president and a founder of
Lake Maggiore Gators football, will be traveling from
Palmetto to be helping out,
Hart said, and added that
Shathasha Brown is the
vice president of the cheer
program.
“We are currently looking for head coaches for
football and cheer,” Hart
said.
Registration will be
held from 1 p.m. to 4
p.m. on Mar. 15 at Dell
Holmes Park, 2741 22nd St.
S in St. Pete. Age groups
include: Flag (4-6), Mitey
Mite (7, 8), Peewee (9, 10),
Junior (11, 12) and Senior
(13, 14).
“We’re looking forward
to having a great season
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Anthony Hart
and being a part of MidFlorida, and hoping the
kids come out!” Hart enthused. He also underscored that the prices are
reasonable, and he is willing to work with anyone.
“This organization is
family-oriented. We do believe in education first,”
Hart said, adding that professional tutors will be
available for the children.
“We want to help get more
kids off the street, so they
can come to us. We’re
here.”
For any enquiries regarding participation, registration
or anything else, contact Anthony Hart at (941) 5366770 or aeh1964@yahoo.com

P.O. Box 35130
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 896-2922
Fax: (727) 823-2568
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All news items, advertising copy and
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believes that America can
best lead the world from racial
antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race,
creed or color, his human and
legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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Deadline to sign up is March 31, 2014





From HEALTH , page 1

the program in about half the
states.
President Barack Obama
is urging people who have coverage to help any uninsured
friends and relatives get signed
up.
Need coverage? It’s
crunch time
Chances are you’ll hear
more reminders about health
care this month. The push is
on to reach millions of uninsured people.
The administration, insurers, medical associations and
nonprofit groups are teaming
up with volunteers to get the
word out and guide people
through the sometimes-rocky
enrollment process. They plan
special events at colleges, libraries, churches and work
sites.
Singing cats, dogs, parrots
- even a goldfish - are promoting the message in TV and online spots from the Ad Council.
A big hurdle for the effort:
As recently as last month,
three-fourths of the uninsured
didn’t know there was a March
31 deadline, according to
polling conducted for the
Kaiser Family Foundation.
Most said they didn’t know
much about the law and had an
unfavorable opinion of it.
Plus, many worry they
won’t be able to afford the new
plans.
The enrollment campaign
is emphasizing that subsidies
are available on a sliding scale
to help low-income and middleclass households pay for their
insurance.
How to enroll? Start at
HealthCare.gov or by calling 1800-318-2596. Residents of
states running their own marketplaces will be directed
there; people in other states go
through the federal exchange.
After March 31, many people won’t be able to get subsidized coverage this year, even
if they become seriously ill.
The next open enrollment
period is set to begin Nov. 15,
for coverage in 2015.
Deadline details
There are exceptions. The
big one is the Medicaid program for the poor. People who
meet the requirements can
sign up anytime, with no deadline.
Also, people remain eligible for Medicare whenever
they turn 65.
If you are insured now and
lose your coverage during the
year, by getting laid off from
your job, for example, you can
use an exchange to find a new
policy then. People can sign up
outside the open enrollment
period in special situations
such as having a baby or moving to another state.
You can choose to buy insurance outside the market-

places and still benefit from
consumer protections in the
law.
People who do that wouldn’t normally be eligible for premium subsidies. But the
Obama administration says exceptions will be made for people whose attempts to buy
marketplace insurance on time
were stymied by continuing
problems with some enrollment websites.
Millions of people won’t
get covered
Some 12 million people
could gain health coverage this
year because of the law, if congressional auditors’ predictions
don’t prove overly optimistic.
Even so, tens of millions
still would go without.
That’s partly because of immigrants in the country illegally; they aren’t eligible for
marketplace policies.
Some of the uninsured will
not find out about the program
in time, will find it confusing or
too costly, or will just procrastinate too long. Some feel confident of their health and prefer
to risk going uninsured instead
of paying premiums. Others
are philosophically opposed to
participating.
Figuring out just how
many of the uninsured got coverage this year won’t be easy
because the numbers are
fuzzy.
The administration’s enrollment count includes people
who already were insured and
used the exchanges to find a
better deal, or switched from
private insurance to Medicaid,
or already qualified for Medicaid before the changes.
Some who sign up will end
up uninsured anyway, if they
fail to pay their premiums.
The budget experts predict enrollment will grow in future years and by 2017 some
92 percent of legal residents
too young for Medicare will
have insurance.
But even then, about 30
million people in the United
States would go uncovered.
Some are left out
A gap in the law means
some low-income workers
can’t get help.
The insurance marketplaces weren’t designed to
serve people whose low incomes qualify them for expanded Medicaid instead. But
some states have declined to
expand their Medicaid programs. That means that in
those states, many poor people
will get left out.
People who fall into the gap
won’t be penalized for failing to
get covered.
Some others are exempt
from the insurance mandate,
too: American Indians, those
with religious objections, prisoners, immigrants in the coun-

try illegally, and people considered too poor to buy coverage
even with financial assistance.
The IRS is watching you
The law says people who
aren’t covered in 2014 are liable
for a fine. That amounts to $95
per uninsured person or approximately 1 percent of income, whichever is higher.
The penalty goes up in later
years.
A year from now, the Internal Revenue Service will be
asking taxpayers filing their
forms for proof of insurance
coverage. Insurance companies are supposed to provide
that documentation to their
customers.
If you owe a penalty for
being uninsured, the IRS can
withhold it from your refund.
The agency can’t put people in jail or garnishee wages to
get the money. But it can withhold the penalty from a future
year’s tax refund.
Need help?
Some insurance companies offer plans that require
you to go to a certain provider
or hospital. So if you have a certain doctor or physician assistant that you like to go to right
now, find out what they take.
Plans can offer other benefits such as vision, dental or
medical management programs for those with specific
diseases or conditions. Costs
depend on your income and
family status. Individuals and
families falling between 100
percent and 400 percent of the
poverty level may qualify for reduced costs through tax credits, which are automatically
applied to monthly premiums.
These credits could significantly lower insurance costs.
If you need help understanding the different plans or
filling the computer application
out, Community Health Centers of Pinellas, Inc. has provided several locations where
you can get the assistance you
need. They recommend making an appointment to avoid
waiting in long lines. For setting up an appointment at any
of the following sites, or if you
have any questions, please call
727-824-8181.
• Community Health Centers of Pinellas at Johnnie Ruth
Clarke 1344 22nd St. S.
• Community Health Centers at Bayfront 700 6th St. S.
• Community Health Centers at Pinellas Park 7550 43rd
St. N.
• Community Health Centers at Clearwater 707 Druid
Rd. East
• Community Health Centers at Largo 12420 130th Ave.
N.
• Community Health Centers at Tarpon Springs 247 S.
Huey Ave.

By Jon Wilson

Lewis E. Dominis
Lewis E. Dominis, who taught
school at various levels for more than 40
years, was among Gibbs High School’s
most versatile teachers in the early to
mid-twentieth century. He was an unusual educator. Born and educated in
Massachusetts, Dominis migrated
South. He taught math, English, history, art and music at both the elementary and high school levels and still
found time to coach the Gibbs football
team.
In fact, Dominis is credited with
coining the nickname “Gladiators” for
Gibbs’ athletic teams – and with starting
the first African-American band in Pinellas County. That Gibbs band, along with
an all-female drill squad, broke the color
barrier in St. Petersburg’s annual Festival of State Parade.
Born in Worcester, Mass., Dominis
was an accomplished musician himself,
He played several instruments, including the xylophone. He paid for his education at the Massachusetts School of
Arts in Boston by playing nights and
weekends in clubs.
“Jazz? That was before it was called
jazz,” he told a newspaper reporter in
1968. “Back then, we called it ragtime.”
Despite some unease, Dominis left
Massachusetts for the South after
World War I because he felt his opportunities were limited in the North. He
took a job teaching art at Atlanta University and started the school’s first orchestra. He met his future wife, Henrietta
Gantz, while teaching summer school at
Ft. Valley, Ga. But it was several years
before the two reunited. Ms. Gantz by
then was in St. Petersburg, where her
mother lived. Dominis and Ms. Gantz
began corresponding, and Dominis
found himself in St. Petersburg in about
1920. The two married.
The couple often spoke to one an-

other in a formal way. Dominis referred
to his wife as “Mrs. Dominis,” who in
turn called her husband “Mr. Dominis.”
They lived at 1515 Fifth Ave. S.
He spent 10 years teaching history
at Gibbs, injecting art whenever he
could in addition to supervising the
band. Ralph Wimbish, who grew up to
be a physician and civil rights activist,
was one of the drummers.
Dominis formed a Boy Scout drum
corps, was a scoutmaster at his church,
First Institutional Baptist, and served as
commander of the African-American
veterans’ organization here.
He was named in 1953 as one of nine
art consultants in Pinellas County and
worked in 11 African American elementary schools.
His own art was widely recognized.
When he died at age 88 in 1977, his murals adorned the walls of seven St. Petersburg churches, including Bethel
Community Baptist and Bethel AME. In
1951, he painted a portrait of pioneer
Elder Jordan Sr., working from a photo
supplied by longtime photographer Joe
Albury. That portrait is in the Carter G.
Woodson Museum of African-American
History at 2240 Ninth Ave. S.
Henrietta Dominis was a home economics graduate of Hampton Institute
in Virginia. She supervised and taught
the subject for 21 years in Pinellas
County, while living in St. Petersburg.
She carried cooking utensils in the back
of her car from school to school.
For many years, she served as
homemaking and arts and crafts consultant to the Girl Scouts. She also did
volunteer social work for the Salvation
Army. In 1929, Mrs. Dominis persuaded
the Pinellas County Fair supervisors to
add a division for African Americans.
She died in 1971.

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor,
Regarding St. Petersburg City Council Member
Karl Nurse’s response, I
am sure your readers also
know the expression, “why
does he protest so loudly?”
Contrary to his recent assertion in the March 6-12,
edition of the Weekly Challenger, at no time did I “attack” council member Karl
Nurse’s work in my earlier
letter. I simply raised the
obvious
question
of
whether or not there is a
conflict of interest regarding Nurse’s property acquisitions and sales in
Midtown. Inasmuch as
Council Member Nurse
never denied the conflict, I
and others still believe a
conflict exists, and Mr.
Nurse may want to re-evaluate his practices.
Please consider the following: the foreclosure registry provides a single point
of contact for potential buyers to identify and review
the location of foreclosed
properties; property lien

forgiveness and removal
facilitates the purchase of
foreclosed homes and
other properties; and the
Community Redevelopment Area designation and
tax increment financing allows purchasers to accrue
benefits Nurse admits will
assist him with his holdings.
Therefore, the
salient question still remains—is it appropriate
for a sitting city council
member to purchase and
sell properties in redevelopment areas where he initiated new policies and
programs, amended existing polices to facilitate property acquisition and voted
on the approval of same?
While Council Member
Nurse proclaims his good
and noble intentions, I am
sure your readers are very
familiar with the saying,
“the road to he_ _ is paved
with good intentions.” The
appointment of Deputy
Mayor Tomalin, Director
Capehart and Director
Dove doesn’t speak to the
conflict. Additionally, the

Goliath J. Davis, III
fact Dove previously had
responsibility for housing
speaks to the difficulties we
face when the economy
and the housing market
fluctuates and investors
seek to acquire properties
for future economic gain.
Like it or not, members of
the Midtown and larger
community think Nurse
has blurred the lines between policy maker and investor.
Goliath J. Davis, III,
Ph.D.
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Mt. Zion Progressive
Wheelchair Basketball Therapeutic
Sports Ministry seeks players
ST. PETERSBURG—
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church in
St. Petersburg is seeking
participants (male and female) for the Paralympic
Therapeutic Sports Ministry (TSM) wheelchair
basketball game.
TSM is offering wheelchair basketball to inspire
youth and adults whose
daily lives require the use
of wheelchairs. An exhibition game between the Orlando Magic Wheels and
Tampa Bay Strong Dogs
will be held at Wildwood
Recreation Center, 1000
28th St. S., St. Petersburg,
March 22 starting at 10
a.m.
The game will showcase two well-known paralympic teams, joined by
local St. Petersburg community players. If you or
someone you know is interested in playing for the Mt.
Zion
team or volunteering to help, contact Coach
CeCe, TSM Coordinator at
spor tstrainer22@tampabay.rr.com, or Rev.
Charles Ray at (727) 8944311 or (727) 656-0303.
About Mt. Zion’s Therapeutic Sports Ministry
The need for this ministry was inspired by Mt.
Zion member Robert Gordon Jr., 18. Gordon was
born with spina bifida and
paralyzed him from the

Campbell Park gets new flower beds
From PARK , page 1

L-R, Robbie and Valerria Gordon. Spina bifida
has not stopped this family from making a
positive impact on the community.
waist down. In the ninth
grade, he found his niche in
sports on the Tampa Bay
Strong Dogs wheelchair
basketball team. Last summer, he left high-school
level basketball to join the
Orlando Magic Wheels. He
qualified as an alternate on
the Men’s USA Paralympic
Wheelchair
Basketball
team. Gordon is also on the
junior team bound for Rio
de Janeiro in 2016.
A lot of hard work and
preparation has gone into
ensuring the success of this
vital outreach ministry.
TSM has brought on two
individuals with extensive
sports and recreation experience. Coach CeCe, a former collegiate basketball
player and high school
coach will manage and direct program activities. She

also brings experience
from the City of St. Petersburg Recreation Department’s Therapeutic Sports
Program management.
Joining her is Rev.
Willie Whiting, who has 33
years of supervision and
program experience with
the City of St. Petersburg’s
Recreation Department, including 10 years supervising the city’s wheelchair
basketball program at
Frank W. Pierce Recreation
Center, formerly Bartlett
Park.
The City of St. Petersburg has pledged to support TSM with the use of
wheelchairs, program advisory, semi-annual therapeutic sports clinics, and
exhibition and program
promotions.

Representative Daryl Rouson’s tireless efforts to put
St. Petersburg and its surrounding counties on the
map for volunteerism.
On the actual day of
service volunteers of the
Assisted Living Gardens
provided bags of healthy
fresh organic produce that
they purchased from Worden Farm. Seventeen families received the fresh
produce package. Homemade 15 bean vegetable
soup was also provided to
roughly 50 hungry residents. But LaSister wanted
to do more, and brainstormed a second segment
to his project. The sensory
garden.
The project celebration
marked a new face for the
rec center. One that Jeffries
believes will not only bring
happiness to its visitors but
lay the foundation for many
local youths to get involved
in gardening for the first
time.
“I remember when we
were digging up the old
plant material and weeds,”
Jeffries said reminiscing
about the afternoon of January 20 when he witnessed
a middle school girl’s reaction after seeing her first
grub. “I remember thinking that’s success. That’s as

cool as it gets.”
Lasister and his crew
consisting of nearly 30 students attending the after
school rec program at
Campbell Park excavated
the drab plants previously
lining the entranceway and
replaced them with flowering plants that in the coming months will produce an
array of delightful color.
Wildflowers native to
Florida were chosen with
the help of Green Season,
Well Tree, and Wilcox
Nurseries, who offered advice and donations.
“Yes, we did it together,” said Verline Moore
the recreation supervisor at
Campbell Park. She was responsible for rounding up
the kids to take part, which
she pulled from the various
programs at the rec center.
“We worked diligently together just helping one another make the community
more colorful.”
So far they have received wonderful reviews.
But perhaps the grandest accomplishment was
not just the pretty flowers
but the sense of community
amongst the younger generation who participated in
the event. The youth involved engaged in physical
exercise, dug in the dirt,






and really learned about nature, according to LaSister,
whose plan to beautify not
just the center’s main walkway, but the disposition of
all who come in contact
with it, was a success.
“It’s a special day,” he
said.
Master Gardener Debra
Black was also recognized
for her contributions to the
garden. As part of the technical team behind the planting, Black was responsible
for guiding LaSister in what
plants to purchase. As she
addressed the crowd she
had some summer ideas for
the youngsters.
“One of the joys about
planting is that it’s the little
things that are really important,” Black said as she
encouraged the children to
really pay attention to the
flowers and their blooming
patterns in the spring and
summer months. “If you
have the time and the inclination, keep a journal to
note changes that happen.”
Plans are currently underway to expand the sensory garden concept to
other recreational centers
throughout St. Petersburg.
Next on the list are Enoch
Davis Center and the Frank
W. Pierce Recreation Center.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Fly, Fabulous & Fierce@ 50
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Loving My Hair Natural
Hair Studio and the Black
Shopping Channel sponsored the Fly, Fabulous &
Fierce @ 50 Birthday Celebration at the Downtown
Hilton last Sat., March 8.
The event honored those
born in 1964, the last year
of the baby boomer generation.
The party was the first
of the two day 2014 Natural
Hair & Beauty Expo extravaganza that recognized outstanding
community
leaders and provided a platform for local entrepreneurs to promote their
businesses.
A presentation highlighted that the newborns
of 1964 arrived on the
scene during a socially turbulent yet culturally invigorating time in American
history. Motown headlined
by the Supremes and the
Temptations battled headon with the Beatles and second British invasion for
dominance on the music

charts.
Those chart topping
battles were the soundtrack
of the Civil Rights Movement in which players battled head-on with racism to
obtain equality for African
Americans. The 1964 baby
boomers could not have arrived at a more explosive
time.
Proud sponsor and
guest speaker Cleveland
Gary is also a 1964 baby
boomer. This former NFL
running back is the current
CEO of the Black Shopping
Channel (BSC). An entrepreneur, Gary heads a network
that
develops,
supports and connects
African-American
businesses across the United
States.
BSC started eight years
ago in West Palm Beach
and is now worth half a billion dollars. It sells and distributes a plethora of
products and owns multiple
subsidiaries. Gary encouraged local entrepreneurs
attending Saturday’s event
to not only get involved
with his network but to support and encourage each

other.
Local community heroes Renee Flowers and
Luke Williams were honored with Fierce @ 50’s Inaugural Diamond Awards
for outstanding character
and achievements in the
community.
“My family gets on me
about giving, and I say
when I close my eyes for
the last time and look in the
face of my Savior, then I’ll
have all the time to rest.
But right now it’s my job to
serve,” Flowers said as she
accepted her award.
Assistant Chief Luke
Williams of the St. Petersburg Police Department
expressed the same vigor
to uphold his community:
“If I have to be the only one
in the room standing to
make sure that people in
our community receive
their just do, then that’s
what I’ll do!”
Entertainment for the
evening was provided by
BET comedian Marvin
Dixon and dance duo Imani
Bryant and Tyler Singletary from Gibbs High
School.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Blast from the past

 


Do you recognize these people? If so, call Gail at 727-359-6257.

 


Courtesy of

  
      
       
  
      


       

        


Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership with The Weekly Challenger
presents:

Parent of the Week Award
This Is not a CONTEST rather the purpose of the award is to celebrate Parental Engagement in Education
by parents and caring adults who while encountering many life challenges are engaged in all aspects of lives
of children.
Monique Comer, right, is the mother of an 11-year-old and a
13-year-old.
“I'm a very involved parent at Lakewood Elementary and John
Hopkins Middle School. I enjoy volunteering at different events,
I love having lunch dates and I serve as the PTA Treasurer, a Parent Club President and as a member a of an active communitybased parent organization.
I strongly believe in in education and contact my children’s
school least three times per week.”

Ginger Bilogen, left, is busy mother with two children. She attends
and works at St. Petersburg College.
She takes time from her challenging schedule to engaging with her
children with lots of reading, home projects and after-school sports.
Ginger is definitely an engaged parent! May the Lord continue to
bless her.








  


LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Vitu (V-too)

Skyway Mall,
4301 34th St. S.
St. Petersburg
Owned and operated
by Gwendolyn S. Fields

(Across from Wendy’s)

10% OFF

(727) 867-3696

ANYTHING IN THE STORE!

Open: Monday - Sunday
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2014 Natural Hair,
Health & Beauty Expo
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Loving My Hair Natural
Hair Studio and the Black
Shopping Channel packed
the downtown Hilton last
Sun., March 9 for the Inaugural Natural Hair, Health
& Beauty Expo with an extravagant hair and fashion
show that showcased more
than 30 minority and small
businesses.
This packed seven-hour
event not only rivaled the
national Ebony Fashion

Fair shows that used to
tour St. Pete, but it also
placed an emphasis on
local entrepreneurs who
would not otherwise have
an opportunity to expose
their businesses to such a
large crowd.
Sankofa Wearable Art,
Nu Body Fitness, GL Accessories, Just B Beautiful,
Positively Aloe, Mandisa
Ngozi, Hair it-iz Salon and
Carolyn’s Closet were just
a few of the businesses on
hand that could help you
accent your look, improve
your fitness and expand

your scent collection.
Local salons and barbers were on hand as well
to highlight the beauty of
natural hairstyles. The Fly,
Fabulous, Fierce Fashion
Show ensemble exhibited a
colorful variety of the latest
and retro apparel wear.
For future Loving My
Hair events, please email
naturalhairshow2014@gma
il.com. The Black Shopping
Channel is accessible at
BlackShoppingChannel.com
or (561) 842-9777.

    
   

Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay ~ Financing Available!
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

20 % OFF ANY NATURAL
HAIR SERVICE
Expires May 6, 2014
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Thompson continues her fight for justice
From BIKING , page 1

history. Riots would later
erupt for two days in 1996
after Officer James Knight
of the St. Petersburg Police Department shot and
killed unarmed Tyron
Lewis, who was 18 years
old, during a traffic stop. A
grand jury cleared Officer
Knight of all charges.
Thompson
relays
when she feels like everything started to go wrong.
When Michael was 16 a
man opened fire on him
and a friend. Michael didn’t have a gun and ducked
for cover. His friend attempted to return fire
with his own gun and was
hit. When the gun fell beside him, Michael picked
it up and shot it toward
the man.
Instead of a self-defense argument being presented to a judge,
Michael’s
designated
lawyer recommended that
he just plead guilty to attempted murder and
serve a few months in a juvenile detention center.
Fearful that he might face
larger penalties if he
fought the charges in
court, Michael agreed.
To this day Thompson
wonders if that legal advice was the first domino
that caused things to topple. “Should we have
fought the charges because he was innocent? I
don’t know. I just thought
that it would be better if
he got everything behind
him as quickly as possible. I was focusing on how
lucky he was to be alive at
all. I never thought it
would come up again
since he was only sixteen,” she said.
Michael served his
time and was released, but
with a new skill set and a
new set of bad influences.
About a year later he was
involved in an attempted
robbery. According to
Thompson, that arrest
was the shock Michael
needed to start putting his
life back together. He
rededicated himself to
school and started making better choices. Soon,
however, his fate would no
longer be in his own
hands.
The day that Michael
was riding his bike home
from school, police were
on the lookout for a black
male who was allegedly
involved in an assault on a
woman named Felicia
Fuller, which happened 12
days earlier. Fuller was
shot in the buttocks once
during what many described as a “drug deal
gone bad.” Cocaine was
found at the scene and
she stated that there were
two men, both African
American, that assaulted
her – one with a gold
tooth and a second, a
clean-shaven man.
A quick run-down of
facts
that
exonerate
Michael:
Michael has no gold
tooth and had a full mustache at the time of his arrest.
Michael has an alibi.
He was at a school dance
with friends during the alleged incident. After the
dance he went to his girlfriend’s home and called
his mom to let her know
that he arrived.
Multiple
witnesses
could
corroborate
Michael’s story.
No DNA evidence,
forensics, ballistics tests
or
witnesses
place
Michael anywhere near
the scene of the crime at
any time before or after
the incident.

A recent photograph of
Michael Morgan and Vel Thompson.
For those still skeptical, here’s what should
have been Michael’s saving grace: both the other
men who were convicted
for the assault, Gerald
Wright, and the driver
that night, Marva Davis,
have sworn multiple times
that the other suspect was
absolutely not Michael. In
fact, Wright went as far as
to write a letter from
prison,
pleading
for
Michael’s release and stating that he didn’t even
know Michael before this
ordeal occurred.
Thompson recalls the
days when it was all too
common for African
Americans to be pulled
over or stopped and
frisked in St. Petersburg
for being guilty of nothing
more than a “DWB” or
“Driving While Black.” In
Michael’s case, he was a
teenager picked up and
charged with a crime with
no other evidence than
the fact that he was “Biking While Black.”
Having learned his lesson when he was 16,
Michael refused to take a
plea deal for something he
didn’t do for a second
time. His case went to trial
and the judge was recused
after he made inappropriate comments to the jurors that he thought
Michael was guilty. A second trial was thrown out
after prosecutorial misconduct.
After three trials,
Michael was sentenced to
three life sentences.
Those familiar with
sentencing
guidelines
may be wondering how a
gunshot wound to the buttocks that did not leave
the victim gravely injured
led to a triple life sentence. Those familiar with
crime in particular neighborhoods during the
1990s may also wonder
why such an incident led
to an intense 12-day manhunt in the first place.
In fact, in a state that
is now nationally notorious for not aggressively
prosecuting
crimes
against African Americans, why did the determination
to
prosecute
Michael extend through
THREE separate trials?
Perhaps the picture
becomes clearer when we
learn that the father of the
victim, Earnest Fuller, was
an officer for the St. Petersburg Police Department at the time. Fuller
later retired after 24 years
of service shortly after hitting a maintenance man
with his police cruiser.
The accident left the 58year-old man in a wheel
chair and with a brain injury and left St. Petersburg with a judgment
against the city totaling
one million dollars.

Thompson has remained dedicated to getting Michael out of prison
for over two decades after
he was taken from her.
She is currently working
with volunteers in Pinellas
County to get signatures
on a petition requesting
that Governor Rick Scott
grant Michael clemency.
While it is possible for the
governor to use his power
to grant her wish, the request is not a simple one.
Florida law states that inmates typically have to
serve at least half of their
sentence before they are
considered for clemency.
Though he has been a
model prisoner with no
write-ups, having three
life
sentences
puts
Michael out of contention
unless an exception is
made.
With that said, a big
sign of public support
could be exactly what
Michael needs right now.
The Stand Your Ground
headlines
have
put
Florida’s injustices against
African Americans back in
the spotlight and it is a reelection year for Gov.
Scott. Pressure from voters could potentially
nudge the governor in
Michael’s direction.
However, each day
that
passes
makes
Thompson’s quest more
difficult as evidence and
witnesses start to evaporate. The writer for the St.
Petersburg
Times
that called out publicly for
Michael’s release has
since passed away. The attorney that fought for
Michael through his multiple trials has since died
as well. The victim and the
driver are both “in the
wind” somewhere.
Thompson
has
a
backup plan, but it is
going to take her a bit
more time. She is currently working on her
bachelor’s degree and
plans on attending law
school, vowing to work to
free her son herself if
that’s what it takes.
To learn more about
Michael Morgan, please
visit www.MichaelMorganStory.com or contact
Vel Thompson at 727-2043139.

Rev. Dr. John C. ‘Toy’ Mayes goes home

John C. Mayes passed
away Sat., Feb. 15 in Atlanta
at the age of 69.
Born May 26, 1944,
Mayes graduated from
Gibbs High School in 1962
and attended Gibbs Junior
College. After obtaining an
Associate in Arts Degree,
he went on to Drake University in Des Moines,
Iowa, and received a bachelor’s degree.
A retired captain in the
navy, Mayes had an intense
love for learning. He went
on to receive a Doctor of
Osteopathic Degree from
the University of Osteo-

pathic Medicines and
Health Science, Atlanta
Law School Doctor of Jurisprudence and Master of
Laws (J.D.LL.M.), attended
the Justice Center of Atlanta and obtained a Certified Mediator Degree and
became a licensed minister
of the gospel of God.
After many years of
service in the San Francisco and Atlanta areas,
Mayes spent his final years
teaching and preaching the
word of God as an associated minister of New Cedar
Creek in Atlanta.
Mayes was preceded in

death by his mother Carrie
Lee Mayes, father Ruben
Mayes, sister Gertrude
Mayes and brother Benjamin C. Mayes. He is survived by his daughter
Karrie Hazwezwe, two
grandsons of Tucson, Ariz.,
brother Ruben C. Mayes,
Jr., two stepsisters Lena of
Winter Haven and Erma of
Washington, D.C. and
many nieces, nephews and
cousins.
of
celebration
A
life is being planned, for
more information email
mayesruben@yahoo.com.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




 




OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713



 


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Empowerment
Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Community Prayer & Bible Study, Tuesdays, 12 noon
Mid-week Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7 p.m.
Single Grown Folks Bible Study & Fellowship,
Saturdays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events for March
Mar. 16 - Annual “Men in
Harmony” Concert 4 p.m. Featuring the St. Mark Male Chorus along with Choirs and
Performers from the community at large. The invitation is extended to one and all to join us in

the musical celebration!
Mar. 17-21 - Progressive M
& E Florida State ConventionCentennial Celebration. Centennial Banquet held at the Hilton
Tampa Downtown
Mar. 18 - Church OutingCelebration/All
Centennial
choirs, ushers, officers & members asked to participate
Mar. 22 - Deaconess/ Ministers’ Wives Bible Study and
Meeting 9- 10 a.m.
Mar. 30 - Mission Emphasis
during 10:45 a.m. Service
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out study the Bible
with us, and learn “What Baptist
Believe.”

Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4
p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays
& Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study every Wednesday at
7:30 p.m.

an effort to uplift and encourage
married couples. Come join us
for a special message that will
encourage your marriage regardless of where you currently
are in your journey.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship
welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship experiences are 7:45 a.m. and 10:45
a.m. Sunday Church School be-

gins at 9:30 a.m.
Come join us each Wednesday for Bible Study at Noon and
7:00 p.m. Dr. Evans, Sr., Pastor,
invites you to come and share in
the study of God’s word - The
Gospel of Mark - BE DILIGENT, “Serving Others As You
Walk With The Master Servant,” by W.Wierbe.
Friendship is located at 3300
31st Street South, Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Gospel production ‘In His Wake’
10th Street Church of God,
New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church and the St. Petersburg
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority under the direction of Rosalyn Connelly and
Deana Mobley, proudly present
the Gospel production “In His
Wake” (derived from the original play In Loving Memory). The
play will be on Sat., April 5, 10:30
a.m. in the Gibbs High School

Auditorium, 850 34th St. S. This
will be the fifth year that these
churches have collaborated to
provide the community with an
awesome production glorifying
the name of Jesus. The cast includes a community of local believers who portray various
people who encountered Jesus
during His ministry and were
subsequently changed and made
whole. You will get to witness first

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Don’t bite the bait

Friendship MBC
Our Mission: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ,
reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved to
serve by demonstrating the
Love of Christ.
2014 “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Sun., March 23: Annual
Marriage Celebration Day.
FMBC Marriage Ministry celebrates biblical marriages at the
10:45 a.m. worship experience in

“Our Village of Services” Expo (OVOSE)
Come out and explore your community businesses!
Date: Saturday, March 22 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Location: Genesis Worship Center Church, 1818 29th Ave. N., St. Petersburg
• Hair Stylists & Barbers • Fitness Experts • Educators• Healthcare Professionals
• Financial & Banking Professionals • Clothing & Accessory Suppliers
• Event Planning, DJ & Food Catering Suppliers • and more…
To become a vendor contact Sheila Culbreath 727-898-5571
or Kentaya Beeler 1-800-794-0677
“Providing awareness of various services in our neighboring communities”

hand, miracles performed
by Jesus, such as His healing of
the woman with the issue of
blood (Matthew 9:20-22) and
Christ raising Jarius’ daughter
from the dead (Matthew 9:23 25). You don’t want to miss this
moving tribute honoring the life
of Christ. For ticket information
call and leave a message at : 10th
Street Church of God 727 898 9407 or 727 867 -3242.

Pastor’s Corner

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (John 16)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

Yahweh Sabbath means …
S=SCRIPTURE (And the word was made flesh and dwelt among us) John1:14
A=ANGELS ( the seven stars are the seven angels of the churches) Rev.1:20
B=BELIEVE (He that believeth on me, believeth not on me, but on him that sent me) John 12:44
B=BIBLE (Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth)
A=ALL (For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father ) Ephesians 2:18
T=TRUTH (Sanctify them through thy truth thy word is truth) John 17:17
H=HOLY (But ye shall receive power, after the Holy Spirit is come upon you) Acts 1:8
S=SAVIOR (For I am the Lord thy God the Holy one of Israel, thy Savior :) Isaiah 43:3
Scripture background text: Genesis 2:1-3, Exodus 20:1-17, Isaiah 58:13-14, 66: 22-24, Ezekiel
20 , Malachi 3: 6-9, Mark 2:28-29, Hebrews 4:1- (8)-11, Acts 13:38-52, John 1:1-9, Romans 11,
vHebrew 12:14, Matthew 12:39-40, 1st Peter 1: 15-16, John 14: 17, Acts 1:8, 2:34-38, 17: 30
THERE ARE MORE SABBATHS THAN THE WEEKLY SABBATH.

Fishing is a year round
activity for professional and
novice alike here in sunny
Florida (our beautiful sunshine city of churches).
Water on three sides of us
makes fishing an easy and
inexpensive way to enjoy it
leisurely as a sport or business. Some go fishing on
the dock of the bay now that
the Pier has re-opened, a
local lake, or boating in the
deep waters. Regardless,
everyone who fishes knows
it requires patience, a rod,
reel or poll, a hook and bait
or a net.
The person fishing stays
within their natural elementalways above the waters and
never beneath it; as does the
fish functions best from
below. You would not dive
into the water with bait and
hook in hand, swim after the
fish of your choice, catch it,
clean it and cook it while
you are still under the water.
Of course not, you will use
the appropriate bait the fish
of your choice is prong to
bite, put it on a hook and
wait patiently on that kind of
fish to bite your bait.
As it is in natural world,
so it is the opposite in the
realm of the spiritual world.
Are you aware that Satan is
fishing for the souls [I.Q.,
emotions and what we desire] of people? This is his
entryway into our spirit; our
real self. He longs to possess it so that he may live
through us bodily and more
often as a religious entity.
He tried to possess Moses’
body after he was dead.

Michael, the Archangel,
would not allow that to happen. He reminded Satan
that the LORD had rebuked
him. Image how powerfully
deceitful Satan would have
become if he could parade
around on the earth as a
reincarnated Moses spewing out what we needed to
do to please God [Jude 1:9].
Yet, today Satan is still
seeking whom he may devour. Jesus has taught us
that it is impossible that no
offenses should come but
woe to him through whom
they do come [Luke 17:1].
“And then many will be offended, will betray one another and will hate one
another. Then many false
prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because
lawlessness will abound, the
love of many will grow cold.
But he who endures to the
end shall be saved”
[Matthew 24:10-13].
This is a clear sign of the
end times. Believers must
be on guard lest they be
drawn into the many devious schemes that Satan continues to launch as his bait
into the waters of life. The
word ‘offenses’ here in
Greek means ‘bait’ or temptation to sin. There are sins
of commission, admission
and omission. If the bait or
trap is obvious, what is trying to be seduced or caught
would ignore it. Be watchful
unto prayer and just don’t
bite the bait to do things
your way in order to promote yourself while giving
lip service to God. Think

more highly of yourself than
you think you should.
Pride keeps you from
dealing with truth. It distorts your vision and makes
you think everything is fine
[2 Timothy 24-26]. Pride
causes you to see yourself
as the victim and easily intimidates. Often the attitude
is taken on that since you
have been misjudged or
mistreated you are justified
in your behavior. You then
hold back forgiveness. Our
true heart condition is hidden from us and only our
LORD can reveal how vile it
really is. Otherwise, we are
seduced into the framework
of a ‘gang mentality’ that
identifies itself by superficial benchmarks like ‘who
ya wit?’, ‘whose report do
you believe about yourself
worth?’ or ‘what you accomplish by the works of your
hands, the words of your
mouth, how proud you are
of your life accomplishments or the deceitfulness
of riches.’
Pride hardens your
heart. You become unreachable and it dims your eyes of
understanding that pride always precedes a fall. Stand
at the points in life that
cross examine you and your
issues. Be honest in judging
yourself. God has not
changed. You have. God
cannot lie, you may not want
to lie. Ask for the best path
turn around and walk
therein and find peace and
rest for your soul. But some
will say, “we shall not” [Jeremiah 6:16]. Oh Well!
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as I did, I was here within
two weeks,” said Hendrix,
now a resident of the city
for four years. “St. Pete is
growing in the arts. I
breathe music, fashion, art.
I’ve got awesome artist
friends around here who
are just thriving. I figured it
would be easier to be part
of a movement here than
go to New York City, where
everybody’s trying to do
it!”
Having studied at art
schools in South Africa and
New York, Hendrix found
she had a penchant for designing and has been
drawn to the art of crafting
clothing for some time.
“I’ve always enjoyed
making things,” she said
with her amiable smile.
“I’m very creative minded.
But I was at the School of
the Arts in South Africa for
theater, and I graduated
from the School of the Arts
in New York for theater,
then I decided to go into
fashion.”
She ultimately found
unique ways to give back to
the community with her designs, even returning to her
native country to participate in events.
“I went back to South
Africa where I did a couple
of fashion shows in underdeveloped communities,”
she said. “The kids that
don’t really have much, I
took their clothing and
rather refurbished everything. And I did motivational speaking, too. So
taking the old and making
it new was part of my whole
speech about how you have

what it takes, you can enhance your beauty and
make it what you want it to
be.”
Her designs have been
featured in several local
shows, and she has often
put her personal touch on
events such as a fashion
show at the Local 662 in
downtown St. Pete, which
she coordinated.
“A whole dance group
did a show where my designs were involved,” she
explained, “and we [Hendrix and other designers]
had an array of garments.
And instead of walking
down the runway the models danced down the runway!” she said. “That was
my favorite one.”
Hendrix said that she is
currently inspired by
the uproarious decade of
flappers and speakeasies,
the 1920s.
“I’m actually working
with the Old Northeast association, they have the
Roaring ‘20s Gala coming
up in April. I’ve created a
couple pieces, including
headbands that I’m going
to be selling and doing
some custom design as
well.”
With her unique look
and confident smile, it
seemed only natural that
she would step out into the
limelight and walk down
the
runway
herself.
Though her modeling career actually began in
South Africa, she continued
to model after moving
to America for various fashion designers and photographers. Then while in St.

Pete Hendrix was approached by Corey Janney,
the owner of Little Brooklyn Vintage.
“It just so happened that
while I was on the job hunt
I used to work downtown
bartending and serving,
and Corey happened to
have this opening for modeling. So I jumped on it so I
could be surrounded by my
industry!”
Hendrix has modeled in
various local shows, including the Don’t Stop St. Petersburg Festival and a
theme show at the Museum of History, also in St.
Pete. Hendrix said that she
enjoys modeling because
it’s “fun to play in front of a
camera and deliver the
artist’s idea.”
And the most challenging thing about it?
“It’s exhausting! It takes
a lot of time, it takes many
frames to get the right
one—you don’t just take
one picture and call it a
day,” she explained. “It
takes its toll on your body.
You have to eat well, sleep
well so you can look well,”
she said with a laugh.
Hendrix did admit that
she is against what she
calls the false ideals of
beauty in society, such as
the ultra-thin model.
“So I am against the
very industry I’m in, if that
makes any sense!” she attested, but was mindful to
add that shows she has
been involved with have included models of “different
sizes,
colors,
ages
and shapes.”
These days she likes to

keep her options open as
she seeks to explore opportunities in the creative
world.
“When you study design you don’t have to be a
designer,” she affirmed.
“There are many other
parts of this industry to explore. You can be a buyer, a
merchandiser, a stylist, a
model, a coordinator, a
fashion show planner—the
industry goes on and on. I
think I want to find my
niche.”
In the meantime, she
loves being surrounded by
vintage fashions of all eras
at Little Brooklyn Vintage.
“I love dressing up,” she
said, her soft brown eyes
lighting up. “I can be in a
different garment every
day—that’s fun. Just working with garments and
learning about different
eras and times.”
Hendrix
believes
there’s a renewed interest
in vintage clothing nowadays because people are
starting to create their own
looks. They are stepping
outside of what is expected
to be the trend and setting
their own trends, she postulated.
“Vintage is a way to
keep it classy while creating your own look,” Hendrix said. “Fashion repeats
itself constantly. Everything that you see on the
runway now has been there
before years ago. So I think
people are just embracing
different times.”
Since she has her finger
on the pulse of today’s
trends, Hendrix has no-

ticed that some of the fashions of the1980s have
resurfaced and become
popular again.
“The high-wasted pants,
the studded leather jackets,
the fringe, the band tshirts, the crazy glasses,
bold bright colors. They’re
everywhere,” she said.
Though conceding that she
does enjoy some of the
garb of the “Me” decade
herself, she generally gravitates toward the clothing
of older eras.
“I like the ‘30s. They
were kind of subtle compared to the ‘20s, but very
enjoyable, too,” she said. “I
also like the loud, crazy ‘60s
and ‘70s, because it was

kind of like, ‘anything
goes.’ If it’s bright and psychedelic, I like it!”
Whether she’s modeling, designing or simply
staying active in the arts
community, Hendrix believes that keeping a cheerful, positive outlook is key.
“Energy works on a circuit,” she asserted. “What
you put out definitely
comes back in. If you want
happiness you can attain it
by choosing to do so. If you
want to have a good day
you can wake up and decide it will be a good day
and it will be. The mind is a
powerful, powerful tool. I’m
on my own journey to enlightenment.”

